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Free Transit Transfer Program Creates Convenient Connections for Pacific 
Surfliner Train Passengers 

 

 
New program offers seamless transfers between 23 daily Pacific Surfliner trains and 12 connecting bus and 
shuttle services in six southern California counties 
 
SANTA BARBARA, CA. – Passengers on the Pacific Surfliner rail service operating between San Luis Obispo 
and San Diego can now make free transfers to twelve connecting local public transit providers thanks to a new 
program introduced by the Joint Powers Agency that oversees the service.  The free service is in effect now 
throughout the South Coast and in Guadalupe. 
 
The Pacific Surfliner transit transfer program provides free transfers between 23 daily Pacific Surfliner trains and 
twelve connecting local transit providers along a 351-mile route in the counties of San Diego, Orange, Los 
Angeles, Ventura, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo.   
 
Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) board member Supervisor Salud Carbajal 
represents SBCAG on the Rail Corridor Agency board of directors.  “Most people don’t know this but the Pacific 
Surfliner is the nation’s second busiest rail service, and free transfers to and from local transit services like MTD 
and Guadalupe Transit will make a great service even better” said Carbajal, who regularly rides the Surfliner to 
board meetings in Los Angeles.  “It’s now that much easier for tourists and regular train riders to get where they 
want to go.” 
 
Passengers can board participating transit services for free simply by showing a valid Pacific Surfliner paper or 
e-ticket. The program is being introduced on a one-year pilot basis and is funded by a cap-and trade grant 
received from the California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA).  
 
Public transit providers participating in the free transfer program include:  San Luis Obispo Regional Transit 
Authority, City of San Luis Obispo Transit, South County Transit (San Luis Obispo County), Guadalupe Transit, 
Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District, Ventura County Transportation Commission, Gold Coast Transit 
(Ventura County), Glendale Beeline, Anaheim Resort Transportation, Orange County Transportation Authority, 
iShuttle (Irvine) and North County Transit District.   
 
In addition, discounted one-day transit passes valid on Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority services and the San Diego Metropolitan Transit System will be sold onboard the Pacific Surfliner in 
the café car. 
 
The Pacific Surfliner carries 2.8 million passengers annually in a 351 mile corridor, with ten one-way trips serving 
Carpinteria, Santa Barbara, and Goleta.  The authority that administers the Pacific Surfliner assumed responsibility 
for managing the service in July 2015 from the state of California and is composed of rail owners, operators and 
planning agencies in the six-county service area.   
 
For more information, visit the service’s new website at PacificSurfliner.com. 
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